Mr. PREECHAKIAT BOONYAKIAT

IANRSUR 12 NUNWUS 2488 Date of birth : 12 February 1945
019:71U 71 Years of age

Rog : 123 rij 2 NUUATWU-ROEUR Address : 123 Moo 2, Lamphun-Doi Ti Road,
fAIUaIduvgod 91INaIToY Wiang Yong Sub-district, Mueang District,
rndInawu 51000 Lamphun Province 51000

Ins. 081-883-7586 Tel. 081-883-7586
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Thai Brocade Lamphun has been revived by
the soul of a master to the permanence of community.”

WORK AND INSPIRED.

“Lamphun Blossom Floral Pattern Silk” or “Thai Brocade Lamphun” owns the delicate
characteristic of silk which is meticulously selected. It is weaved by the master-level skill
weavers who inherit their career from their ancestors and keep up the soul of thousands
of silkworms on silk. Master Preechakiat Boonyakiat dedicates all his efforts to create
“Thai Brocade Lamphun” and make it broadly famous. This is also to make more income
for the local people and to preserve the precious heritage of “Thai Brocade Lamphun”
which is nowadays considered the identity of Lamphun province.

“Thai Brocade Lamphun” owns the delicate pattern that is considered superior than the
normal fabric. In the weaving process, the weavers lift and press some silk strings to
create the pattern which use the lifted-heddle technique or “Tako Loi” and twisted technique
for both vertical and horizontal silk strings instead of using extra strings to create the
pattern. The weaving process of “Thai Brocade Lamphun” reflects the wisdom which is
the identity of “Thai Brocade Lamphun”.

Master Preechakiat has been familiar with the handicraft “Thai Brocade Lamphun” since
when he was young. His mother, Phayom Bunyakiat, inspired him to keep up the knowledge
of “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving. In the first place, his mother learned to weave in order
to make the in-house handicraft product to use in the household. Then, she officially
established the silk weaving factory named “Phensiri Thai Silk” in 1980. Master Preechakiat
then has learned and perceived “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving. Even though, he did
the other job for some time, he finally turned into “Thai Brocade Lamphun” industry as his
full time job. He has kept passing on the knowledge and providing a number of training
courses of “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving to the local people. Having both knowledge
and equipment of weaving, he supports “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving as a career for
the local people. As a result, the local people can gain more income continuously. This can
concretely resolve the poverty problem in the community especially for people who
were laid off because of the relocation of business plants. More than 150 households
become self-employed and they established many weaving groups in their community.
They do not have to relocate themselves from their hometown to work in other cities
anymore. Moreover, Master Preechakiat changed the way the local people live, work and
make profit. In the past, local people in Lee district, Tung Hua Chang city, widely deforested.
For this reason, the government agency asked him to help in vocational training. He has

taught “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving and given an advice on how to adapt local
equipment and materials in weaving. Having only a weaving comb, people can weave with-
out a loom. This all is to keep up the precious cultural heritage which can make the feeling

of pride once again.

The Master Artisans of Thailand



WORK’S IDENTITY AND SIGNIFICANT TECHNIQUE

“Thai Brocade Lamphun is the art of weaving which Master Preechakiat still preserves the
identity of ancient pattern. It can be felt when touching that Phikun floral pattern is dominantly
and delicately curved out. Moreover, it can be adapted to new patterns which are Phikun
Khruae Tao, Phikun Mee Khob, Phikun Kan Yang, Phikun Cheng Yai, Phikun Thom Kae
Sorn, Phikun Lek, Phikun Yai, Phikun Somdeja and Phikun Klom. These patterns own the
different size and pattern of Phikun flower (Bullet Wood) including distinguished color of
strings or lace. This is to make each string or lace dominant. The attractiveness of Thai
silk and ancient wisdom can impress many people who appreciated. It also becomes
famous and serves as community identity that is passed down from generation to generation.
As a result, Geography Indication or “GI” was awarded to the community in October 2007
which made the local people of Lamphun proud. Every sophisticate silk is labeled to tell
the story from the first to the last step of its production.

“Thai Brocade Lamphun” of Master Preechakiat is considered dominant in terms of ancient
pattern preservation including new pattern design which is manually drafted on the graph
paper and becomes the identity of Lamphun silk. Nowadays, computer graphic can make
the pattern design, shading and adaptation easier and faster. Moreover, it can save and
sort data of the pattern such as Dok Chok, Fai Kaa and Kra Chang Ta Oi Sod Sai pattern
systematically. The other dominance is silk string selection which is delicate and passes
through the unique coloring process. The colorful shiny silk is weaved by the skillful weavers
who are well-trained. Master Preechakiat has also continuously developed looms and any
other weaving equipment. Apart from the ancient pattern preservation, he also develops the
coloring technique called “Color Brightening” which makes Batik fabric fashionable, vivid
and eye-catching.

With his goal-oriented mind in “Thai Brocade Lamphun” preservation and knowledge transfer,
Master Preechakiat had a chance to serve the royal project. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit was
kind enough to bring the ancient vesture she worn to copy the pattern and reweave such
as The Queen Grandmother Savang Vadhana’s vesture. This was his ultimate pride. He
also remembered that Her Majesty the Queen told him to preserve Thai heritage and make
local people have a job, both people in central basin area and hill tribe. As long as he is
alive, the art of weaving will exist and widespread. Therefore, he then had an inspiration
to collect these ancient silk patterns. Furthermore, Fine Arts Department trusted him and
asked him to select silk patterns and reweave them. He made the silk unique and precious
by his outstanding weaving skills.

16 | AAAUVDIUNUAY
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“My knowledge transfer is very intensive. | will give only principles and

other subject matters. The further development is a job of learners who

need to continue and create their own fingerprint, not just totally follow

in teacher’s footsteps”.

M lhulusna
Thai Silk Bright Colors

PASSING ON WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE

Master Preechakiat has devoted himself to transfer his knowledge as
a local sage. He has transferred knowledge of both scientific and art
sides about “Thai Brocade Lamphun” weaving to the community,
young people and any other people. He thinks that good products
come from the passion to product them carefully. The passion is very
important. He has intended to put all his efforts in teaching without
the thought that those people will be the future competitors. Nevertheless,
he collaboratively worked with The Far Eastern University, Chiangmai
Province to distribute the workshop program of “Thai Brocade Lamphun”
weaving to female prisoners at Chiangmai Woman Correctional Institution.
This program provides 2 sessions per week. The lessons include silk
spinning, pulling, reeling, patterning, tracing and weaving clothes. He
makes his home the learning center “Thai Brocade Lamphun and
Handicraft: Phensiri Thai Silk” in order to let new generation of people
who are interested in silk to learn and practice weaving as a career.
This is also to sustainably preserve Thai heritage.

AWARDS

- 2011 : Lamphun Local Artist, Lamphun Provincial Administrative Organization
- 2010: Khon Di Si Lamphun, Lamphun Khrup Association

- 1993 : Excellent Heritage Preservation, Fine Arts Department

- 1991 : Excellent Cultural Individual, Department of Cultural Promotion
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wafies vnnsuaasnsesmelany vanarlmnsiun noluduanu
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daniia:gunsnd / Materials and Tools

N ;’;“i’;’;ﬁm WORK PROCEDURES
3. N9zANENIN 1. Pattern on graph paper and prepare silk strings
4. finer 2. Spin dried coloring silk strings

3. Pull silk strings that already spin. Arrange silk strings according to the number
1. Dyeing Silk of weaving comb teeth.
2. The reed of Loom 4. Bring combed silk strings to reel for5 meters in each roll. Insert 2-3 coconut
3. Graph Paper leaves between silk strings to prevent worn strings. It is also easy to find the
4. Loom

worn strings and the weavers will know the length of the silk clothes by

counting coconut leaves.
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5. Expand silk strings

6. Bind silk strings with a weaving comb using 4 slim aluminum pipes, cross wood,

nylon string for tiring weaving paddles, the wooden stick for binding nylon strings,
the wooden stick for binding silk strings

7. Make floral pattern as designed
8. Weave Phikun pattern. Make 4 heddles. Make 2 chess-pattern heddles as a

background by weaving one heddle at a time.

. Weave Look Kaew pattern. Use 4 heddles to make the pattern (Look Kaew pattern

uses the horizontal pattern of strings. Coloring strings in only one color. Make 4

heddles as designed. Both vertical and horizontal strings are colored the same
shade.)
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