
Types of Handicrafts

Batik
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Batik or Batek is the terms refers to the 
type of cloth that the pattern is created with 
color resist technique using wax or other material. 
The resist part will not be colored while the rest 
absorbs color. There are various techniques such 
as wax printing, color painting, and dyeing. Each 
batik has its own character and beauty.    

 Batik is the word, publicized by G.P 
Rouffaer in 1520, in Javanese language. The word 
“Tik” means a little or small spot. The word “Ba” 
is possibly from the word “Ba” meaning “Art” or 
the word “Bayok” meaning a lot. Therefore “Batik” 
means the art on cloth containing many spots or 
the details of pattern. 

Batik is known to Thai people as “Pha Phan 
or Pha Batik Phan” which is called followed the 
way of wearing: wrapping around the body. Local 
people in the southern part call Batik as “Pha Pa 
Tae” or “Pha Ba Tae”, which is the influence of 
Indonesia entering the southern border of Thailand 
through Malaysia. It is possible the religious or 
trade influence which make it very popular and 
most produced in the southern provinces.  

 Batik is coupled with Andaman Sea for a 
long time. It is colorful, expresses the identity, and 
reflects the image of the land of ocean. For this 
reason, batik is the popular product that generates 
income to people in the Andaman region and 
other local regions across Thailand until today. 
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Identity reflecting wisdom and 
engineering skills 
                                                              

Making batik is the ancient art to beautify the 
cloth which has a long history. In the first period of 
making batik, it was mainly made for utilization 
purpose, however, the designs a local identity of 
each region.
 Batik is made by drawing the pattern 
on the cloth with pencil as designed. Then, use 
a   Tjanting dips into hot wax to resist colored 
water. The efficient wax absorbs through the 
front to the back of the batik thoroughly. Then, 
create the pattern with color printing or color 
dyeing technique. Color must be absorbed both 
in the front and the back which is the unique 
characteristic of batik that create the single batik.

 
 The pattern derives from the imagination of 
the artisan, the environment, the identity, or bases 
on local culture. There are various techniques of 
making batik which depends on the desired patterns 
to respond to the propose of usage and its beauty. 
The patterns sometimes display the local identity 
and uniqueness. Batik with the hand-making pattern 
requires proficient skills and delicacy so it is quite 
expensive. As a result, there is the imitation of batik 
pattern by applying modern technology to create 
the similar pattern to batik; it is actual the screen 
printing which is less popular than the batik using 
wax or other similar material to create the pattern.       

Batik making technique
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 1. Batik color writing Wax writing technique 
is used to resist the color to create the pattern 
before dyeing. To make the fabric colorful start 
dyeing the light color. Wash the fabric after soaking 
in the color for the time desired to wash out the 
residue. Make it colorful by writing the pattern 
with wax on the dried fabric and dye it again. 
Repeat the same technique and process to have 
the desired color. Indonesian batik is call Tulis 
Batik which is made by using Tjanting to write the 
pattern. Generally, batik is created by female as it 
is the art requires delicacy while male makes the 
batik using printing block because it is harder work.  
 2. Batik color printing It is a type of 
batik for mass production within a short time. The 
technique used is similar to that of color wax-
writing but using wax printing instead of Tjanting. 
The copper, brass, zinc, carve wood mold, or rope, 
called T jap, is used. In particular, the copper 

mold is the quality mold because it restrain heat 
and wax very well and exhibits the details of 
the pattern the most. After wax printing, dye the 
fabric with the color desired by using the same 
technique with color writing technique. This type 
of batik is known to Thai people as Sarong Batek. 
 3. Batik wax-printing and color painting 
Wax-printing techniques is used to create a pattern. 
This type of batik is mostly found in the industry 
system or in mass production. Use the mold for wax-
printing and paint with color to make colorful design; 
it is more colorful than using color printing technique.  
 4. Painted batik or Color writing batik It 
is developed from the industrial work but apply 
brush painting using wax-writing technique instead 
of dyeing. In general, it mostly use Tjanting rather 
than the wax-writing to create the pattern and 
resist the color. The characteristic of this type of 
batik is ordinary.   

Batik 4



 5. Mixed techniques batik  More than 
one technique is used to make batik, color painting 
and color dyeing technique, or printing and writing, 
which initiate the new pattern

The outstanding point of batik is the clear 
and vivid colors and patterns that reflecting the 
origin, culture, nature, identity of production source, 
thought of local people, or the imagination of the 
artisan. The complex method is applied in the step 
of wax printing, tint, painting, and dyeing. For this 
reason, each batik has its distinguish pattern.  

The pattern of the batik in the southern 
border provinces and the southern Thailand is 
influenced by Java and Malaysia. The popular 
characteristics and identities are:  

Geometry pattern consists of lines, bias, 
square, triangle, circle, star, check, and diagonal. 

Non-geometry pattern, especially a garuda 
pattern is very valuable and considered as a 
symbol of Hinduism belief.   
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Semen pattern is a meru or mountain or 
Mount Meru, in Thai language, which means a pros-
per land of God. 

Buketan is a pattern telling a story of 
flowers, bunch of flowers, or the flying butterflies 
which is very popular pattern. 

In the past, batik was made from natural 
plant fabric such as cotton, linen, muslin, Caribbean 
agave, hemp, bamboo, and fiber from animal such 
as silk, including rayon which is the synthetic fiber. 

Natural dyeing color from plants and 
animals and synthetic dyeing color are the mostly 
used for making batik.   

- Acid dye is an organic compound 
dissolving in water for dyeing protein fiber, wool, 
silk, hemp.  

- Direct dye is wildly used to dye cellulose 
fiber such as cotton linen. It is easily washed-out 
and cheap. 

- Reactive dye is a soluble color with the 
alkaline salt property. It is suitable for using in batik 
industry the most. It has beautiful and colorful 
tone and can be mixed with various colors. 

- Vat dye in insoluble color requires a 
solvent, reducing agent and caustic soda. It is the 
most long-lasting color.
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Batik in Thailand  

There is no evidence of making batik 
in Thailand. However, the ancient wax-resist,              
paraffin-resist, or paste-resist dyeing cloth was found in 
the regions worldwide such as in Java, India, Japan, Sri 
Langka, China, Turkestan Republic, West Africa, Egypt, 
Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, and 
Thailand.  

Batik or Batek is the ancient art with long 
history. Although there is no clear evidence of the 
origin, some evidences support the European scholars 
to believe that Egypt was the first country applying 
drawing technique to the fabric. Later, more evidences 
were found in Persia, India, and Japan. However, most 
people believe that the batik was originally made in 
Indonesia, where batik making was retained by sultan 
and produced by the female in the royal court. During 
this period, batik was called “kraton”; it was batik 
tulis (with handmade). Afterwards, the batik became 
more popular and the production was extensive. The 
monopoly by the sultan came to an end. For this 
reason, batik art was widespread to the public.   

The source of batik in Thailand which the 
pattern and the production are influenced by 
the neighboring countries which have the similar 
multicultural society to Malaysia. However, there 
are some similar and different symbolic properties 
by Thai wisdom and local wisdom. According to the 
archaeological evidence, the influence comes from 
two sources:  

In the northern part, it is influenced by China 
via communities of Hmong, an ethnic group, and it 
was known as indigo hemp batik. It is made in the 
household industry in Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Nan, 
Phrae, and Petchabun Province. Most patterns are in 
geometry design.  

In the southern part, Thailand is influenced by 
Java or Indonesia through Malaysian community along 
the border of the four southern border provinces, 
Narathiwas, Pattani, Yala, and Satun. This type of fabric 
was known as Batik sarong, the traditional costume. In 
particular, Narathiwas Province is the important source 
of batik production which the quality is acceptable 
and widespread to Andaman sea region such as 
Phuket, Krabi, Phangnga, Ranong, and Trung Province, 
and expanded to the southern part continually. The 
patterns exhibit the identity of local community and 
the nature of the region.  
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Belief and story of way of life

Due to the belief, batik is the handicraft that has 
been constantly produced and developed from the past 
to present, from generation to generation. Therefore, it 
relates with diverse beliefs in spirits, mysterious matters, 
and life cycle which is the mental concern of the artisan 
who is inspired by those beliefs to create the patterns. 
Moreover, as the art of making batik is inherited from the 
ancestors to the young generation, thus, the elder artisans 
always taught the inheritor that “Before making the batik, 
all artisans should be in meditation, pray for blessing, and 
recognize the kindness of teachers in order to connect the 
artisan’s mind to the teacher’ soul to complete the work 
successfully.” Today, this kind of ritual is fade away. 

Furthermore, some believes that some patterns, 
such as Parang rusak, Sawat garuda, and Sembagem, define 
the hierarchy in the dynasty. The governor believes that 
these three patterns is inherited from the old time to 
exhibit the empowerment, wealth, and fortune of the elite 
rank. Moreover, it is believed that blue, white, and brown 
color are the symbol of God in Hinduism representing 
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.

Batik and Batek play key roles in the ritual. For 
example, the rites to worship the volcano with batik or 
the ceremony to flow the misery where people gather 

together at the beach and throw the sadness wrapped in 
the batik to the sea.  

Also, it is the belief relating the birth. When a 
woman is first pregnant, she wraps the body with 7 layers 
of batik as they believe that it will protect the mother 
and a baby. When she gives birth, that batik will be used 
to wrap the newborn to prevent ghost and evil spirit (The 
Jakata Post,2014). It can be seen that batik exhibits the 
beliefs relating to love and relationship with environment 
and spirit. 
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How to make batik 

Prepare a white cloth by boiling in hot water 
to wash the powder, dirt, and grease. Iron it neatly.

Draw and mark the pattern outline as 
designed.  

Draw on the outline with wax or by wax 
printing.  

 Stretch the drawing or wax printing cloth on 
the frame for color painting.

Paint color as designed and wait it dry. Be 
careful to not hang the cloth in moist area or get 
wet by rain.  

Let it completely dry and soak in the solution 
to prevent discoloration for 12 hours. 

Wash in water for several times. Soak in water 
until the color washed out and water is clear. 
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Boil the cloth in boiling water to remove wax. 
Wash and soak the cloth to remove all color 

and wax. Wash it again.
Hang in the shade to dry it.
Iron and fold in package.
The caution of making batik is to avoid using 

bleach to wash the cloth and dry it in the shade to 
prolong its useful life.
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4.Source of information and reference documents
Interview with Asst. Prof. Nuntha Rojanaudomsart and Ms. Thaninthorn Ruksawong, Master of Arts and Craft B.E. 2556  
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