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Bound to the art of Benjarong, having been immersed in the
Benjarong family business since the age of nine, Tanawat grew up in the
Bang Chang community, a place where almost every household had
a Benjarong artisan. This provided an opportunity to practice drawing
Benjarong patterns, ancient designs, and gold embellishments from a young
age to earning a living after school. After completing his education from
Samut Songkhram Technical College, Tanawat furthered his studies at the
Thaiwijit Silp Chiang Mai Vocational College in the field of Product Design.
There, he was introduced to the art of crafting celadon glazed pottery and
green crackled glazed pottery, which is distinctively beautiful and different
from the white glazed pottery of the Central Region. He further learned at
Wang Chai College and adopted the ancient technique of line coloring from
Master WiratThakrainet, The Master Craftsman of 2013, along with various
coloring techniques in Benjarong production. This included molding different

shapes, glazing, and firing techniques. Tanawat also furthered his studies

in business administration to enhance and develop the Benjarong crafts in
the Bang Chang community group, thus leading to greater advancements.
Currently, the Benjarong work in the Bang Chang community group includes
both ancient designs and contemporary work by adapting them for more
frequent use in daily life, and fitting the lifestyle of modern people.
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Conservation and inheritance of the wisdom

The distinctive identity of the traditional
Benjarong pottery, the high-quality bowls and dishes
used in the Thai royal palaces in ancient times, dates
back to the Ayutthaya period and continued to be
popular up to the Rattanakosin era. These artifacts
showcase unique Thai patterns and designs crafted
by Thai artisans, including depictions of mythical
creatures like Thep Phanom, Narasimha (a man-lion
creature), twisted vines, and spotted deer. Traditional
Thai Benjarong usually incorporates five colors: white,
yellow, black, red, and green (blue). Hence, the name
“Benjarong” implies the intricate detailing required
in the artwork and coloring. Historically, Benjarong
designs have represented a fusion of Thai, Chinese,
and Indian artistry; all crafted using brushes. During
the reign of King Rama Il, it became evident that food
culture was significant, thus influencing the design of
dishes that indicated refined tastes and sophistication.
The queen during this period was adept at cooking
and commissioned specialized Benjarong designs from
China for the royal palace.
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At present, the production of ancient-style Benjarong pottery has significantly declined. However, the Bang
Chang community in Amphawa still conserves and continues the legacy of ancient Benjarong designs. They also
innovate with contemporary designs, manufacture white-glazed pottery for Benjarong art, and design new products
to make Benjarong relevant for daily use, thereby preserving and passing on the cultural wisdom associated with

Benjarong pottery.
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Wisdom reflecting craftsmanship skills

Currently, the production process of Benjarong pottery has evolved over time. The clay used is a mix
from the Northern and Southern regions. Nowadays, the clay for producing Benjarong has to be purchased from
companies that have secured contracts through government bids. This clay is of high quality, known as kaolin
clay, which undergoes a refined washing and grinding process, different from the clay used in ancient times.
Instead of using traditional wood-fired kilns, modern production uses gas due to the semi-urban nature of the
communities now. As such, the entire production process has been adapted to fit the current community and
environmental conditions. The colors used in the past were derived from natural sources like soil, stones, and
various leaves.



uddvgiududwsiiausinnuaindouTawrluniunased FulidsusauiandwaindiuyasvAmll Tasldousduiazansidou
Rauaanuluuda:ziaad soudvaAdusaulumsicndilddovdiunisnadou FUYISVAYEVILFUUWGI VEANLSaUABUINEVUSUTU
825 auAgalFoa TumsioAdou viutaa:3ua1dnisiiu 3-4 Funsulunda:3u FusgivalnaisilalildAduauysnizovguviu
Tumsi@guarnans v:ivaraa1elusinu ta=iivasnatesouaie dubualaarsiusiur:daduuuauiau v15ElisliaG10ndvAUERTEUDEN

wniiga dnduaraaresouale uazadsoarehgnAidiovns ants v:iog 12 wwad

However, today, specialized ceramic colors are used exclusively for Benjarong work. These have a composition different
from regular Benjarong colors with each shade having a balanced mixture and proportion. The firing temperature and the resultant
colors undergo rigorous testing. For the Bang Chang community, a relatively high temperature of about 825 degrees Celsius is used
for glazing. Each piece might undergo three-four processes depending on the design to ensure the completion of the artwork. In
terms of design, both ancient and contemporary patterns are used. For ancient designs, traditional colors are employed to closely
resemble the past as much as possible. For contemporary designs and custom patterns requested by customers, up to 12 colors are
available.
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Outstanding Work Identity
In terms of traditional wisdom, this lies in the art of drawing Benjarong patterns
using colored lines in an ancient style, which has been produced for a long time in

the Bang Chang community.




miswauiaswassadsudszgna HSadagaauaviu

wdATUMSuanIAEavUtyIsYATUavINAUSNTUIUAaUIngviu@suaigiuyasvA nuwIoduoaiuvINUUIAAlUNISaUSNENS
2oNlUUalaa18uUSIVETY SOUTUTIMISUAaIASONIAGDUYIIEIHSUNISIZIUAIQAT8IUTYISVA ll@=N1SaoNIUUUaATUN THU WaTHIASOVIUTYISVA
duauisalEiuTEugiaus=s13ula

Creative development, adaptation, or Work Expanding

The concept of producing Benjarong porcelain stems from a love for Thai art, specifically the art of Benjarong pattern
painting. This integrates the idea of conservation with contemporary pattern designs. It also includes the production of white-glazed
pottery for Benjarong patterns and the design of new products to make Benjarong pottery usable in everyday life.
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Commitment to conserve and

inherit in arts and crafts

Nowadays, the general public is unaware of
how Benjarong pottery is produced, and there
are fewer Benjarong pottery producers than in
the past. The establishment of the Bang Chang
Community Learning Center is driven by the
intent to conserve, promote, and pass on the art
of Benjarong craft to ensure its longevity.
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For the Bang Chang Community
House, which has been open for 22
years, it serves as a learning center for
students, academics, and the general
public. They can learn free of charge.
There are activities, such as coloring,
pattern painting, and Benjarong pottery
molding using clay methods, firing,
and various other steps. Those
interested might be able to use these
skills for professional purposes.
Furthermore, there is a collaboration
with the Tourism Authority of
Thailand to promote the cultural art of
Benjarong pottery, both domestically
and internationally, with the intent to
conserve, promote, and pass on the
Benjarong pottery craft to ensure its
continuity.
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Examples of work that are challenging and instill pride

-Cultural Contemporary Appreciation Award 2007 from the Ministry of Culture.

-2nd Runner-up Award in the Exquisite Thai Benjarong Art Contest (Traditional Pattern) 2015
from the Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Center.

-OTOP 5-Star Award from the Department of Community Development, Ministry of Interior.

- “Looks Good, Has Style” Queen of D Award from the Department of Community Development,
Ministry of Interior.

-Benefactor Award from the Ministry of Culture.

-Model Individual Award for Thai Cultural Conservation from the National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).
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“I have a passion for art, ceramics,
and glazed pottery. Therefore, | have
taken my love for these to learn,

develop, extend, inherit, and spread

s . .y

it. Because Benjarong is considered
a delicate Thai art form, | want the
general public to know more about

the story and essence of Benjarong”
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Contact Information

Full Name: Mr. Tanawat Chayutwanichakul
Province: Samut Songkhram

Contact Number: 089-7462433

Line : 0897462433
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