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“Working in stone carving requires patience. There is a commitment to be able to adapt to
solving problems in front of them.” Stone carving is a work without a fixed form. It requires
specific problem-solving for each task; for example, the heavily carved pieces may cause

mistakes and need to be corrected on the spot to get the job done.
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Conservation and inheritance of wisdom.

Mr. Thara Tharasak was born and raised in a family of stone carvers at Ang
Sila District, Chon Buri Province. He had seen stone carvings and the making of
stone mortars since childhood. Therefore, he was interested and keen to learn the
techniques. As the eldest grandson, he inherited knowledge from his ancestors
as the third generation.

After receiving a Bachelor’s degree, he came to inherit the family business in
full with the intention of preserving and continuing this stone carving wisdom.
However, because the raw materials of the stone carvings at Ang Sila District had
decreased respectively at that time, Mr. Thara foresaw that he would preserve
and continue this stone carving work. The raw materials used were necessary.
Later, he moved his family to do stone carving work in Tak Province. With the
current source of granite, Tak Province is regarded as the best source of granite
in Thailand. It has been registered for geographical indication (Gl) along with
Mr. Thara’s own granite mortar products. He was also allowed to use the Gl logo

from the Department of Intellectual Property.
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Wisdom reflecting craftsmanship skills

Stone carving is a handicraft that has been passed down through the generations. Since ancient
times, it has been a handicraft that requires both science and art. It takes knowledge, expertise,
and practice until having the skill. It also requires great perseverance and patience.

There are many types of stone that can be carved, such as granite, marble, sandstone, etc. The
choice of stone depends on the work that would be used. As for Mr. Thara’s work, it is a product
made from granite, which is the hardest rock, so it is strong and durable. Each stone from each
province has different attributes, levels of hardness, and toughness. They are suitable for being

used as raw materials for different carvings.
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Products obtained from stone carvings were abundant and could be used for a variety of applications, such as:
-Daily necessities, such as mortars, grinders, tables, chairs, vases, etc.
-Used in Buddhism and various traditions, such as Buddha images, replicas of Buddha’s footprints,
Luk Nimit, Sema leaves, stone pillars, incense burners, etc.
-Used to decorate buildings, such as dolls, various animal figures, lanterns, Chinese lanterns,

Chinese sedans, etc.




The wisdom starts from the selection of the type of stone for
the raw material, the quality, size, color, and pattern suitable
for the work mentioned above. The selection of tools is also
an important part of stone carving. There are many types of
tools used. Stone carvers must choose to use them to suit
the purpose of usage. For example, hammers and chisels are
used to gradually extract rock bit by bit. There are many types
of extraction irons, such as round head, flat head, and also
other sizes. If it is a large extraction iron, it would be used in
heavy work. As for the small extraction iron, it is used in light
work, such as erosion work, etc., or the selection of tools that
are adapted to suit the nature of the work, such as various
modern tools. To help save energy, the carving also needs to be
planned. This requires the expertise and experience of a stone
carver. Then, in the final step, the details and the quality of the
workpiece must be collected and checked. The details of the
work process of each stone carving work will vary according to
the workpiece as well. It can be said that stone carving work

has details that require skills and a lot of experience.
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There are creative works in new ways, including various innovations. Examples of unique work is as follows:
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Handle mortar uses the concept of “resting,
leaning, and upside down” to solve the problem of the
customer’s broken pestle. It is also able to carry, move,
be convenient, and reduce the use of environmentally

friendly packaging as well.
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Ki mao mortar is a small stone mortar designed by

using the leftover stone to be processed. It is made for various

ﬂSﬂilU’l benefits to use a little pounder and when disassembling, the
lower part is used as a sauce cup. The upper part can be used

to open bottles, tap ice, and tap pincers.
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Krathong Sai stone lantern is a development by

using various Thai patterns. It is a pattern that is linked to

local cultural traditions, such as the 1000-light Krathong
Sai Festival of Tak Province. " QslNgvHUNSzNvdaly
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There is also the use of granite raw materials within the
province to apply the wisdom of stone carving with ancient
torch wisdom until becoming the work of a vegetable oil
lamp made of stone. There is also product development
in collaboration with the Tak Provincial Cultural Office by
bringing patterns from local ancient sites to be carved on
the work piece, thus making the product unique
interesting.
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“ldentity is the adaptation of knowledge from the ancestors to extend with modern

work to obtain contemporary work.

It can exist in the present and become contemporary that will never cease.

It can continue and attract new generations to be interested in stone carving.”







miswavuaswassadsulszgna

KSono82aUavIu

imisusuuszgnduaztegaa Tagnistiudanssuidn
U1$IUAIY Mluigavmsuda TagUsuls=gndinZaviia
ua:qdnsm'zbarjuusur‘iﬁuaﬁamnz‘?uua:?uguuuuaa\)ms
@anlUU [WoaswassAuaanunAtandwINGuY hvlu
wzavsUanunifuandwauasvusouivlstoginis
a08 TagiBurnuaviIAsNRUAIU:TsUnsuizabith
KUNWIN anAduuininannavanin ua=iuusAa
A3rAsnAulFIdudavagiawIslunsaiduaursadh
pEUs=auanudviiutatdulakainsalouinaudy
aanuuusunsvdvgoanuilignAldanassaiunisiay
v1uwINN31 20 sunsy
ua:thiAvREalaInmsuanasniu wunzaanuussy
WuuaoAurdug Weaadunu asws1e1d tals>anau
T AuAfida udanssudvunaid Taun

Creative development, adaptation, or expansion of work
There have been adjustments and improvements by bringing innovation into
play in terms of production. By adapting more modern tools and equipment,
this has helped save labor and in the form of design to create products that
are different from the original in terms of different appearances, beauty, as
well as functionality. Starting from the view that general stone mortars are
outdated and have a lot of weight, most customers tend to break the pestle.
Furthermore, there is the idea that stone mortars are not needed. Only in the
kitchen can they be used to decorate the house and be more versatile; there-
fore, more than 20 shapes have been designed for customers to choose from
according to the usage.

Moreover, the leftover waste from the production of stone mortars can be
carved into other products to reduce costs, generate income, and use raw

materials best value for such innovations as follows:
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Design innovation : This has invented a method
that can make use of granite raw materials to the maximum
benefit in every piece. From the original with leftovers, it
can develop the pattern to make other products besides a
mortar, such as decorations, plates, bowls, spoons, etc.,
and design new products and patented product designs
to prevent imitation. Many of these have won prizes in

competitions as well.
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Production innovation By applying the
knowledge that has been passed down from the ancestors
to apply to modern tools by researching, modifying
the tools, and experimenting, this can be done until
developing the production of more workpieces, faster and
with better quality in the same amount of time. Reducing
the loss rate, which is considered to increase productivity,
is another way which the innovation invented can be easy
to produce and future generations can inherit. This would
also take it further to create new work more easily.
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Commitment to conserve and

inherit in arts and crafts

With sculpting, in the eyes of the public, it is thought to be hard
work, difficult to do, and nowadays there are fewer and fewer successors.
Therefore, he has tried to think of a way to get the next generation
to pay attention or to continue this work in the future. Therefore, he
has relied on the knowledge that has been passed down from his
ancestors according to traditional wisdom. He has also applied more
advanced tools. As a result, more work has been created in the same
amount of time. He has also made production to be more standardized
by decreasing the number of damaged workpieces. Most importantly,
the new generation can come to learn, cultivate, and bring methods

to advance and inherit stone carvings faster.

Besides the knowledge and skills being transferred to the community,
the art also creates jobs and generates income for the community,
as well as inheriting and preserving wisdom to be retained without
cherishing all the knowledge. As such, this has been considered to
be good that more people have come to be interested in continuing
this work. As a result, there is a preservation of stone carvings that
can be passed on to future generations. Moreover, from having the
opportunity to work with various communities, he took this opportunity
to create an integrated working network to connect his work with
other arts and crafts. He found that stone carving could be applied to
other types of work, such as woodwork, metalwork, etc., thus allowing
contemporary work or a unique work stand out. There is even more

aspects to create a highlight for the product as well.

Not only at the community level, Mr. Thara has been invited to
be a speaker to provide knowledge in various projects of agencies,
both from the public and private sectors. He has also been invited
to disseminate information through public relations media in various
channels, such as on television, radio, and online media. There are
interested people who come for study visits from time to time. There
are also students who come to learn continuously, various agencies
including government agencies, and educational institutions that
come to support research and development of new products as well.
Hence, this may be another form of inheriting and passing on stone

carvings to reach a wider range of people.

If people are interested in this field of work, they can contact
Mr. Thara for studying. He is always welcome to pass on his knowledge
with the hope that if more people are interested in learning this art,

there would be more chances to continue the work of stone carving.
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Received Certificates or Awards

-Has been selected as a 5-star OTOP product in the year 2016 by the Department of Community Development,
Ministry of the Interior

-Selected as an outstanding provincial OTOP innovative product and was selected as one of the 20 outstanding
OTOP innovations nationally in 2016 in the project to develop wisdom for OTOP innovation by the Department of
Community Development, Ministry of the Interior

-Was selected as a finalist for the DE Mark Award 2019 project to showcase the work at Icon Siam shopping
center

-Winner of the contest "SME Thailand Inno Awards 2017 for outstanding product creation

_ond runner-up award, innovation product contest Project to develop product potential to market with innovation
and IP in the lower northern provinces 1 by the Ministry of Commerce

-Has been selected as an OTOP Select 2017 by the Department of Business Development Ministry of Commerce
Was selected and passed the community product innovation development project for new generation
entrepreneurs and the MOST's INNOVATION OTOP AWARDS 2017 contest by the Ministry of Science and
Technology.

-Thai cultural product award 2017, gold level by the Ministry of Culture

-Has been selected as OTOP Masterpiece, Tak Province in 2018 by the Tak Community Development Office.
-Winner of Thai Star Packaging Awards 2018 in the category of packaging that is environmentally friendly. by the
Department of Industrial Promotion Ministry of Industry

-Has been selected as the best OTOP product in Tak province (Provincial Stars OTOP: PSO) in 2019 by the
Department of Community Development, Ministry of the Interior

-Winner of ThaiStar Packaging Awards 2019 in the category of packaging that is environmentally friendly by the
Department of Industrial Promotion, Ministry of Industry

-Has been selected as a 5-star OTOP product in the year 2019 by the Department of Community Development,
Ministry of the Interior

-Has been selected as an OTOP Select in 2019 by the Department of Business Development Ministry of
Commerce

-Was selected to exhibit in the SACICT Concept 2020 event at Samyan Mitrtown by the International Center for
the Promotion of Arts and Crafts (Public Organization)

-Recognized as an OTOP artist of 2020

-Received a certificate of honor for having outstanding intellectual property works IP Champion 2020 from the
Ministry of Commerce

-Received the CDA DESIGN AWARDS 2020 for Product Design

-1st runner-up NSP Innovation Awards 2021 in the field of business innovation

-Has been selected as a 5-star OTOP product in the year 2022 by the Department of Community Development,
Ministry of the Interior

-Recognized as a contemporary artist in the art of design By the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture Ministry

of Culture



IUKIQ : 01N
Wwoasaaco : 08 1441 4099
Line : 0814414099
Fb : Silathip AsnAU gaantunvINKU

Contact Information
Name-Surname : Mr. Thara Tharasak
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