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“The intention is to preserve and disseminate the work that is decorated with gilded designs to be retained for good.”

Making arts and crafts is not easy, especially in lacquering with a gilded
pattern. The work process takes a long time, and there is the cost of the raw
materials. Thus, there are less artisans who work on this art.

However,Mr. Songkeit is still happy when working, especially when he sees the
person who has received his work recognize the value. This includes seeing
children who have passed on their knowledge to become a supplement job
and earn money to survive. It inspires him to conserve and continue to develop

gilded ornaments without any discouragement.
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Mr. Songkeit has passed on the product “Ta Lum”
as an inheritance from his great-grandfather. At
first, he did not know what it was until he went
to study. He found that it was an ancient work. It
was decorated with gilded patterns. Later, it became
interesting for him to learn more and get trained
by many teachers in this field of arts until he could
make a Ta Lum or a basin in the old-fashioned
way. After that, he also made other types of works
accordingly, with the format adjusted to suit the

era, respectively.

An ancient basin inherited from the ancestors.
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Conservation and inheritance of the wisdom

The work of gilded pattern decoration is not widely done, especially as a career due to the reduced
utility of the products. Most of the time, they are used only in work related to Buddhism. They are found
only in temples and palaces. At present, technicians working in this field can only be found in Singburi
province. It is, therefore, considered as a unique work. As such, Mr. Songkeit wants to conserve and
maintain this type of handicraft to become more known and continue to live.

The guidelines for conservation will be based on “Conservation of the original add new products” due
to the changing times. Technicians working in this field therefore need to adapt and develop to be able
to survive by adjusting the format from the original. There is development in terms of the product’s form
to meet the needs of the customers, such as making a container or developing the product by inserting

gold leaf decoration into that product to preserve the work.
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Wisdom reflecting craftsmanship skills

Working with a lacquer and gliding machine,
itis a hidden work with wisdom that has been
inherited since ancient times. Each step is difficult,
as it requires refinement or even the technician’s
experimental research, such as using love, etc.

Starting from preparing the shapes to be made,
such as Ta Lum, Tiap, Busabok, etc. For example, the
wood used to make the shape, such as rattan, must
be polished to make the surface smooth by using
sandpaper and putty, which must make the surface
smooth to facilitate the next step. Next, preparation
is made to attach the pattern that must press the
print from the mold. Then, stick the pattern on the
shape with glue until completed. Some patterns
may look like small pieces that require effort and

a lot of patience by the technician.




Then, paint or spray over the attached pattern two-three

times to coordinate the pattern with the shape to stick more
tightly. When the paint is dry, then it is lacquered to prepare
for gilding, which nowadays lacquer work is hard to find. It
must be imported from abroad and is a natural raw material.
The technician therefore has to find the right time to wait for
the lacquer to dry. Otherwise, the gold will sink or dry. It has
the effect of gilding in which these skills must be practiced until
mastered. Nowadays, there are some alternative materials to
adapt, such as paint. After the lacquer is dry and ready, it can
be gilded by using the fingers to press the gold leaf together
with the brush. The gold is then pressed and stuck all over
the workpiece. The rubber lacquer will be a good binder. The
gold is left to dry, then the enamel is applied and left until the

enamel paint is completely dry.
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In the old days, it was originally imported from China.

It was very thin. Later, glass was thicker making it difficult
to cut, taking time, so there was a change in the way of
enameling instead of decorating the glass. As such, it would
use the method of embellishment with sequins. In addition,
it has been developed to decorate crystal gems or diamonds

as seen today. These are all creative creations and beauty.

There is more attractiveness to the work from the gold shining
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on the piece.
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Outstanding work identity

The gilded lacquer work created by Mr. Songkeit is
still preserved by the use of gilded hand striking in the
ancient way. It uses 99.99-100% pure gold, which can
be observed from the color that is consistent every time.
He also does not use chemical colors. The used gold is
pure, and it affects the colors. The result would shine
differently, thus increasing the beauty and durability of
the product.

In addition, there is a distinctive identity; namely,

making Ta Lum and Tiap, which the work is well accepted.
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Outstanding and proud achievements
Crystal embellished bed : The Prime Minister presented to King Jigme of Bhutan.

Tieb : Given as Tiap : Given as a souvenir to Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Commitment to conserve and inherit arts and crafts

Mr. Songkeit has passed it on to family members, wife, children and close

people with participation and practice working together all the time. At present, his

daughter intends to continue to be the successor in this field.

In addition, there has been the transfer of knowledge to students, community
people for use in school, and community affairs. This has let the community see
that it can be done and can really be used. Later, there was also training in this field
for the network, so that the network could have extra income from regular work.

Consequently, they could spend their free time usefully.
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It also initiated the establishment of a learning center
for Thai handicrafts and goldware. In Singburi province,
he has built a three-story building to be used as a source
of knowledge in handicrafts in gilded pattern decoration
by passing on knowledge, techniques, and methods of
work decorated with gilded patterns without any charge.
Alternatively, if they are interested in coming to study and
learn on their own, people could stop by to visit and study

on their own because there is a model to demonstrate the

working process at the learning center. Within the said

building, there are as follows:
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The 2" Floor is a meeting room and has a model of the process
of creating gilded ornaments for those who are interested in studying
and learning. It is also used as a meeting room, for training, or doing
workshop activities in case there are agencies or people who are

interested in joining as a group.
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Inside the learning center building on the 2" Floor is used for meetings, training, workshops, and demonstrations of the work procedures.
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Inside the learning center building on the 3" rd Floor is a gallery that collects and exhibits the work.

Fu 3 1WukoviAsiusIuuavIuAlaIafdu (Gallery) The 3" floor is a room that collects the work that has been
lﬁJJalUUlllUSI(Ja\J'IUTU§lJllUU('i'l\)"]lﬁJJaTRQﬁaUTUIZ‘J'TU'II_S.UU prepared (Gallery) to publish it in various forms for those, who are
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§1‘mmuds:ﬁuawﬂonaomnﬁu mnSL.ﬂnﬁﬁﬂ:nbuﬁa\.)ms any day there would be a need to use or collect this, it would return. It
18 dovnisiiuadzaunivzgounauu 3u3ISNISUIVAUEY s this method that Mr. Songkiet hopes to make more people know and
NsvIAgsaALYKINI=MIRIGEIN 1a=auTanv=d001UGIU  be interested in ordering work in this field. It is able to bring back the

ﬁlﬁjuu—mﬁu lfﬂanﬁuu‘]aﬁuauudq\]ﬁ]ﬁaﬁquﬁ'(ﬁ[ja']fiw support to the craftsmen to have a career and livelihood, so that they
would concentrate on conserving this work for the future.

The purposes to open a learning center are an indirect conservation
approach meaning those who are not interested in working in this field
themselves. However, when seeing the products at this learning center,
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Received Certificates or Awards

- Received as OTOP 4- and 5-stars from the Department of Community Development.

- A prominent product of the province.

- Selected as an OTOP artist from the Department of Community Development.

- Community Product Standards (CMU), Category of Products Decorated with Gilded Patterns.
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“I want to educate and develop new products for the new generation, so they
can see the value and the patience. The lacquer of gilded pattern decoration
of ancient artisans has accumulated knowledge, and it is considered a cultural

heritage that should be preserved.”

Jayanmsaacio Contact information
3a—u1uaqa : urgnsuiigsa aliav Name-surname: Mr.Songkeit Sawangseng
UHIQ : GVHUS Province : Singburi
Wwoasaacio : 081-8184966 Contact number : 081-8184966
Line : 0818184966 Line : 0818184966

Fb : Baulngfanfad duHus Fb: Ruen Thai Handicraft Singburi



