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Alms-Bowl with Pedestal and Lid
Time of Manufacture/ Age: The Early Rattanakosin Style

Collector/ Creator: Krit Rojjasaena

Used Materials: Bamboo, Lacquer Varnish, Pearl Shells

Place of Creation: Thailand

Description: A bamboo handwoven alms-bowl inlaid with mother of pearl and lacquered
both on the outside and inside. The alms-bowl is considered an alms-bowl for high dignitary
monks, maybe monks of Phraracha Kana rank or Bhikkhu whom kings highly respect.
According to “Vinaya” code of conduct (Buddhist monk’s discipline), one of the objects that

monks can possess is an alms-bowl with pedestal and lid along with a removable alms-bowl
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sack with shoulder-strap. In the past, alms-bowls were made of baked clay and lacquered to
prevent water from seeping before the popularity of making metal alms-bowls increased.
Nowadays, the majority of alms-bowls are made of stainless steel materials, such as
aluminum.

As for this alms-bowl, it is very special because it is handwoven from bamboo, inlaid with
mother of pearl, and lacquered both on the outside and inside, which can be called
“lacquered alms-bowl”. More importantly, the lower half of the alms-bowl is decorated
with inlays of mother of pearl collectively forming a triple-row upward-pointing overlapping
lotus petal pattern, with the lotus calyx being right at the bottom of the alms-bowl. The flat
top of the lid is decorated with inlays of mother of pearl collectively forming a triple-row
outward-pointing overlapping lotus petal pattern, while the sides of the lid is decorated with
inlays of mother of pearl collectively forming twelve zodiac signs according to the belief in
Central Thailand, i.e. in Central Thailand “Pig” is the 12th animal sign in the zodiac, while in
Lanna (Northern Thailand) the 12th animal sign in the zodiac is “Elephant”.

As for the pedestal, it is hollow on the inside, lacquered on the outside and decorated with
top and bottom edges. Thin strips of bamboo are handwoven into a wide band wrapping
around the neck or narrowed junction line between the bowl and the pedestal before being

thickly lacquered and intricately inlaid with mother of pearl.
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